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Day of Satvation, &c, 
.2. Cor 6. part of Ver. 2. 
anon 5 BY þ now 1s the ws 
$0 111980; behW911; Hoto' is the. 
i C20. , Be $AUA Ae: 
Dos gmt} $9100 »d1 vi wes 2 r[1-;: 
| HE OccaſioN"of theſe 'Words may. he 
| {'' raken' from the Whrds immediate] y,, 
before 'the Text; © which were the * 

Lord's © wn Words ſpoken by” the Mourh '6ﬆ 
J'he Prophitr Iſainh, 45: © Siythp, I Dave 
beard thee mm a thine acceprell, "and "ta 4 Day of | 
Selvation-bave, T1 bAfet®rBR&©” Or, a8" it is ih, 
ne words beforcithe Fixr, *In i Day of Sat-- 
A 2 vation 
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The Accepted Time, &c. 
vation have T ſuccoured thee. And from thence 
the Apoſtle takes occafion to ſhew them 
when thar Accepred Time and Day of Salvation 
17, wherein God hears us, and acceÞts vs; 
and that ie doth, here, in che words of ny 
Texr#- Behold, now iy the, acctpred' thmg 4, be- 
hold\- now Ti th: : Day of Salvation. 
From theſe words | fhall \guiher this gene- 
ra] O»ſcrvation : 
Thar che only Time to "make our Peace 
wich God. and thereby to obrain Ts 


| 


.Cy and Salvacign,. 1n9w,' this (rel 
Scaſon of Grace 3” ot the rime preſen 
the only Acceptable Time ; For, Be- 
hold, now is the accepted Time 5 Behold, 
now is the Day of Salvation, 

The Text affords us theſe two. General 
Parts : ' 

 Firſt,. Here is a double Note of Antention; 
Behold \ Behold ! 0 

Secondly, Herefsthe $ubje&: matter to Be-J i 
& [4 ; that is, Now is the accepted Time ; FJ and, 
now 1s the Day of Salvation. 

Firſt, Here is 4 double Note of Artrentios ;Þ 
Beh»l4'. B:haltd! Now to behold a rhing,is ro 6 
take great notice of it, ro ebſerye jt, and tc 
mind. it,; and we may be ſure, that whenſo-{ 0! 
ever we are called upon ro. bebs)d a thing, 
ic muſk be ſomerhing of very greac Concern; 
there are many things that are not worth 
| beholding: 


ence 
hem 
ation 
$ US; 
t ny 
4, be» 


\cern; 


and-D ay of Salvation. $ 
beholding : For if you mind it, you may 
find in che Seripcures, that. when any thing 
is mentioned that 1s of greater Concernment 
then orhers, it js alwayes brought in with 
this Note, Behold; As Lam, 3; 12: Bebold, 
and ſee, if there be any Sorrow like unto my Sor» 
row, A,Maccer of very great Concernment. 
So John 1. 29, Behold 1he Lamb of GOD, that 
taketh away the ſins of the Warld;: And many 
ochers; Now there cannot be a' Matter of 
greater Concernment, than this m my: Texr, 
That now 1s the accepted Time, and now 1s the 
Day of Salvation. A thing which concerns 


. | our winning, or loſing of Heaven for ever; 


a thing which concerns our everlaſting Peace, 
or our everliſting Woes that now 1s the 
Time, that it we in carneſt feek for Mercy, 
we may have it: Now is the Time, that if we 


-| feck and defire Grace, Pardon, and Salvari- 


on, we ſhall be accepted 4. but afrerwards, 


.þ a1] our praying crying, and increating, will 


be in yvain* N :w what can be more worth 


4 our beholdipg' chan this? This 1s a Matrer 
| which concerns our ſelyes, end it 1s of che 


greateſt Concernmenr in the VVorld, there« 


of fore this requires a double Nore of Atrenei- 


on, to purus in mind ofirt; Behold! bebold! 
And (o I paſs, Secondly, from the Note Be- 
bolg,! tothe ſecond General Head, the Subs 


worth A Matter. to. be behold 3 and thar alfo is 


ding: 


A 3 double 
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6 The Arcepted Times 
double + Bebotd, now 3+ the aceepted Hirm's be "1: 
bald, nom is the day "ef falvarion, "Now ths : 
the Arcepred Time, arid the' Day of Sdlpation, fo 
are tir0 leveral-Y Vards, yet in Sence' they], 
are one and the fanie © For the'Arcepred Thime, 
is our Dayof: Salvation, and our Day of Sab 
wation1s the" Accepred Time'; wherein, if we 
unteignedly ſeek: che LORD, and turn 'toI, 
himz,. by true: Re peticance, - we : rail be 'ſure fit 
$0 be,ackt pred, pardoned, and'faved'; For, |; 
Behold, :mow is the accepredtime'; (behold; now ; 
74 the dax.of ſalvation. 

Now 12 my ſurther: Proferncien of this | 1 
Subject, 1 ſhall-proceed afrer this matner': ſe 

Firſt, 1 ſhall ſhew you, That withus,there 
1s'fuch a Time; 'Us an Utepred Time, and Di I. 
of Balariah. t3 

Secondly. b (h\V-ſhewwoau the Sgaſon, with 
this Ate pred Tame, :athd. Day of Silvatioh is. - 
. [Fhrnaty, The Reafon of it, And, 

Laftly, The &pplication. 
/ ſhall begin @itt-rhe Figft, and 'ſhew you, 
Thac with us; there is ſuch: d:'Time, and Duy 
of Salvation :. and tHar, Birſk;: in-refpeA'of 
the fallen Angels, who never had -ſuch 4aJ,. 
Seaſon allotred th: m4 Alas trhiey commicred 
bur one fin 1gainſt God, and tHac (Þut 'ouly |, 
1o'Thoughr, and yer'forrhat- one fing- they [ 
were thruſt ouc of Heaven, and reſerved vn- [, 
br Chaias. of. Darkneſs, unco che dread full |; 

6 Judges 


Vc 


and day of Salvation, ll 
al Judgement of the Grear Day 3 they being 
MJ once fallen, had neyer a Day of Salvation at» 
#71 forded them; they nevcr had ene Moment 
they ot Time allotted rhem, upon the improve- 
TW I nent of which, they might have beer refers 
1Sab]ycd to Mercy ; therefore if they ſhould pray, 
if Welind cry, and intreat the Lord never ſo car- 
Fl th neſtly, rhat He would forgive them that bne 
[re fin, and reſtore them once more to Mercy 
« For yer they ſhall Sever be regarded : Chrift fuf= 
" Feed not for them, there was not one Drop 
.. Joi Blood ſhed to waſh away-their fin: For be 
tek not upon him the nature of Angels, but the 
eed of Abraham, HS, 8. 16: 
Secondly, There 14 with us ſuch a Time as 
Accepted Time, and Day of Salvation, in op» 
vlteg IÞofirion to thoſe damned Souls thar are als 
4 * (ready in Hell : *Tis true, the Devils being 
"  Jonce fallen, never had Mercy offered them, 
they mever had one Minute of Time afforded 
them to work. our their Salvation, whereas 
heſe dimned VVretches once had Mexcy of- 
ered them, bur rhey deſpiſed it ; rhey once 
id a Day of Salvation, a Time wherein ey 
tight have been accepted: Alas! They had 
any a Call trom God, Time after Time, ma- 
ly a ſecret morion from his Spirit; They 
1 ws Pace heard many a Sermop, and enjoyed rr 
4 fall Py © Sabbath, many an Ordinance 3 GO 
Joe [12ited vpon them Time after Time, Year 
ger? | A 4 after 
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| The Accepted Time, 

afrer-Year, whilſt clicy continued in their Re« 
bcllion againſt him : Bur alas ! alas! they 
ſinned a +Aay a!! theſe precious, Opportuni- 
ties; Al this Time they might have becy 
accepted, ti they had turned to God in cars 
neſt : Bur lo! Now the Day of Grace is con- 


cluted, the Door of Hope is tor ever ſhut] 


againft them-; now they. are [:fr 10 a far 
mare miſcrable Condition than the fallen 
Angels are in;. for chey enceghad a Gelden 
Seaſon of Grace pur into their Hands, but 
they. wilfully loft. ir, and trifled it away ; 
long did God wait, and call upon them,from 
one Time ro another, by his Spirir, and by 
his Meſſengers 3 bur: they wearted: cur his 
Patience, grieved his Spirit, deſpiſed his 
Meſſ-ngers, abuſed-all his Goodneſs.:: Alas 
the Devils will never have ſuch Comſiderati- 
ons as theſe rotorment them, as theſe dam- 
ned; Souls now nave. 

Thirdly, There is with us ſuch a.Time a4 
an Accept-d Time, and Day of Salvation, in 
Oppoſi;ion ro whar ſhall be with us hereat 
ter, if we let it (ſip; when we-come ro Hell 
we ſhall.-b2 in-che (ame miſerable Condirion 
that thoſe damned Souls are in, thar are al- 
readyThere 2. Conſider, that Man being cre- 
ared-in a + ly and righreous Eftare, and w 
being. fallen, it Gnd had nor found our 1 
Way. fox our Recovery, we had been lefc in 

a 
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: and Day of Salvation. 4 
as miſerable a Condition as the fallet Angels 
were 3 bur God of his unſpeakable Mercy, 
looked in render Love upon loſt Mankind, 
that he gave his dearly beloved Sen, ro ſuf» 
fer and die for us ; and for his ſake he hath 
afforded every one of us a Day of Grace, 


. which if we duly improve 1a turning to Gad, 


in receiving of this his Son, as he is offered, 
we ſhallbe accepred; pardoned. and (aved . 
bur if we ſquander, away this precious Sea+ 
ſon, in following Vanity and Foolery, in ſas 
tisfying our Luſts, and pleaſing our ſelves, 
untill the Door of Mercy be ſhuc 5 our Dam- 
nation will be far more greater, thin if we ne- 
ver had had fuch an Opportunity pur into 
our Hands : That's the Firft 5 there js withr 
us ſuch «a Time as an. Accepted. Time, and Day 
of Salvation, 

Secondly, I ſhall next ſhew, when this At» 
cepted Time,” and Day of Salvation 1s3. that is, 
it is now. 3 Now is the accepted time, and now- 
is the day of [|alvation. The Apoſile doth nor. 
ſpeak ir- in che furure Tenſe, that ſaon after. 
will be an Accepted Time, though:you- conrl-. 
nuc in your fins for a while in rebelling- a= 
gainft God, grieving of his Spirit, and pro- 
voking him to VVrath 3 yer if you curn to 
God hereafrer, you ſhall be accepted ; no, 
bur he (peaks in the Preſent Tenſe, Bebold, 
now is the accepted time; now. is the Oppor- 

A.sS runity, 
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10 The Accepted Time, | 
tuniry-of Grace put into your Hands, where- 
in Heaven is to be' won or loſt for ever; and 
according as you improve this preſent Sea» 
fon of Grace, ſo mu't your Everlaſting Eſtate 
be in another VVorld : All Mankind are in 
a miſerable Eftice by Nature ; ind it 15 now 
tharchs Terms of Merry are offered you, and 
an Oppnreunity of Grace pur into vour hands: 
O ! for the Lords fake do n*t ruin your Souls 
for ever, by negleQing (o 'precious an Op= 
portunity : Mirk whit 'our Saviour faith, 
Mat, 5. 25. * Agree now with thy Adver- 
{ary quickly, whilſt thou arc inthe way with 
him, leſt ar any rime che Adverſary deliver 
*theerothe Judge, and the Judge deliver 
© thee to the Officer, and thou be caſt into 
*Priſen : Verily I ſay unto thee, thou ſhal nor 
*comne out chence til] chou haſt paid che ur- 
moſt Farching. Now God is your Adver- 
fary; forwe are all by Nature Enemies to 
God, by reaſon of fig z bur, yer God of his 
render Love hath given us Terms of Recon- 
dtarion ;- agree therefore wich him quickly, 
before his Juſtice hath ſerzed'upon thee, & 
chou'be delivercd ro the Officer, the Devil, 
and then thou ſhalt by him be caſt into the 
Priſon oft Hell, and:chere thou muſt ly in ex- 
team and intolerable Torments, untill chou 
haſt paid the urmoſt Farching of Gods Juſ- 
tice, which can'never be ro all Ecerniry: O! 

On theres 
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and Dy of Salvation. ir 
therefort agree and make your Peace' with 
your-God quickly, whilft chou axriin che way 
with him 3 for now you are-in a fair way 
with htm to be reconciled for he offers you 
Terms of Mercy ; he hath ſhe wed you 1w/his 
VVord by what Means you mav come to 
make an Agreement with'him ; he calls us 
pon you by hts Meſſengers 3 he entreats you 
in Chriſts ſtead, robe reconciled ro him, 2 
Cor. 20, And if God ſocarneſtly defire our 
Reconcihacion with him, is what a fair way 
are werthewwith God'to be reconciled?” Bue 
continue in your unconverted Eſtate, and it 
your Eamiry againſt God a little lenger, un» 
tit che ſeaſon of Grace be ac an end; and God: 
hath ſhueagainſt vourche'Door of Mercy,then 
God avd you will be unreconciliable for e&» 
ver; 'ithewall your Prayers, ard Tears, and 
Endeavours ſhall never be accepted ; then 
nothing remains, bur tro che Priſon of Hell 
you:muſt be caft ; rhere ro remain for ever 
and ever: Therefore as Elipher ſaid ro Fob, 
1o fay Iro-you, Feb a2. 21, Acquaint few thy 
jelf with him and be \ar peace, thereby. good: ſhall 
come 4nto-thee 5 For, behold, now's therime 
thar thou mavyeſt be actepred; bur more Ppar- 
ticular, ro ſhew you when this Accepred Time, 
and Day of Salvation is; tr is 'now in- this 
Lite, for there 1s no making our Peace with 
God afrer Death 3. therefore, ſaith Solomons 
> 11g Ecclelſ, 
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_ Fhe Accepted Time, ' 
Eccle] 9. ro, * Whatſoever chy hand fingeth 
©ro do, doit wich all chy might 3; © for there 
© is no work,aor d-vice. nar knowledge, not 
$ wiſlom in the Grave, whither thou goeſkt, 
Wiarſocver thy haud findetts co do, whe: 
ther 1c be ra-repent, to cloſe (avingly with 
Chriſt, roger Grace, or to: ſtrengchen thy 
Graces, or to ſecure thy Title roward Heas» 
ven: O.! (er abour ic withall chy might and 
main, for chere is none of/ thig'ro be done Jte 
in the: Grave, whether we are all haſten» JT 
ing; then Praying Opportunicies, Sermon -{b! 
Opportuniries, 'Sacrameme Opporrunities, | , 
$:bbath Opportunities, will all be atan end: JH 
Now, if yer, you are in: your unconvert:ed Ec It} 
ſtare, and: yet, under the wrath of God, now [mn 
through Gods Grace you:may be converced ; | tl 
if yer, you are Enemies to God, you may be 
reconciled ; if yer, you are in your ſins, you 
may be pardoned.;z it yer, you are in the E- f x 
ſtare of) Damnacion; you may be brought taco ff 4 
an Eftare of Salvation: Bur when once Death, 


— 
Fam ! 


t; 
hath ſhue your Eyes;chen your condirion-will | þ 
be uaalrerable for ever :: [muſt work the work || p 
of bim that ſent me, whilft it is today ;| for the Þ | 
night cometh, when no Man can work. 

Bur yer, rhough the Time of this Life be F x; 
the Accepted Time, and Day of Salvation, yer | ;| 
every time of a Mans Life may nor be an ac« | jj 
cepred. Time with him for. with:ſome Men, I c 


the 


and Dayiof Sulvition. 


IF 
the Day of Salvation laftcth all their Life 
long, and with ſome it doth nor: Therefore 


well way the Prophet cry onr, Iſa. 55, 6. 
Seek ye zhe Lord whilft he may be found; call 
pon him whilft he is near; tor there may come 
11hme evenin the time of chis Life, that che 
Lord will nor be found; though he be ſought” 
never ſo diligently : As Efan, becitfe he nes 
pleted the Seaſon of his Repentance, he af- 


terwards ſought Repentance caretully 


with 


Tears,evenlong before the Day of his Death, 


[but he could nerfind it, Heb.12. 19. 


"Irs :toc,: av tong.as there 1s Life, there is 


Hope; theres Hope long as a Man 


ts on 


this fide Hell; !avd the rime of life is coms 
monly called the Duy of Grace 3 not becauſe 
the Day of Grace continues all a-mans Life 
long, hur becauſe ir 1s bounded within the 
Compaſs ot a mans Life: Now, becauſe eve- 
ry'time of a mans Life'may not be an actepred' 
time 5 hall therefore ſhew you ſome' cer-- 


{ rain Stdfons'of a mans Life, which 1the have 


bur widdom ro know them, and grace to im-' 
prove them, he ſhall be ſure ro be accepred ; 


I ſhall bur lirrle more than name them. 


| Firft, The cime 'of- Yourh is the accepte: 


times Remember now thy Creator in the days of © - 
thy Touth, ſays Salomon, Eccleſ.1 2.1.0 Friends 


if,you turn ro God, and in rime clofe with ; 


Chriſt, and ſeck for Pardon,and Mercyy now 


whilft 


— 


I em 


Grace toimprove itz To fi 
and ,Girls, p1ive, themſelves ro 


18; che. world, 'whoever the deor. of Mercy is 0 
ſhur again{t,ic ſhal certainly be opento crews, 
Secondly, The Timeot Heakh 8&'iSmengrh! 
1s the accepted time : \ In (the old Law, that" 
which,was pftcred up inSacrifice) which was! 
rarn, blind, or |ame, was mer accepced :' This; 
ſhows xharchoſe who ſpend rhebeſt of-cheir'þþ, 
days, and Nircogth, in-the:work of the Devil;'þ, 
&hencthinks.co give upithemſelvesto Godz''h 
when Gerngh, lamencſgand fecbleokd age hi 
comes, muſt neverlook to be accepred, Gd" þj, 
will got_be turned off w the Deviis leaviogs: Þ 

Tbirdly, The Time of the Goſpel is che «td 
cated time, Praying Opportuniries, . Sermon | 

partunicies, »; Sacrament: Opporruhirres,'! |, 
Opporcuwries 5 theſe arc ſeaſons of'\ 
Salva4i0h, | for we; know not how  foort God 1 |, 
may Teaneye our. Candleftick our ofhis phace, - 

| and 


and Day of Salvation, Tg 
, id take from us the Mcans of Grece ; and 
© ©hen the Oppariunitics of Grace will be alfo 
ſraelh. an end. 
f ty] F.urthly, and Laſtly, The Time of, Gody 
UMCTFoirics working, and ſtrivinginthe hearts of, 
d che icked M.n, 1s the accepied time 3 and/theys 
ont obev the Calls of Gods, Spizte,, when. it! 4 
tcives, ſhall-be ſure to be accepted, lrt irbe | || 
t '»hat ac Jp whether it be in, Youch, 


hem 
Boy 
rhe 


vr old Age 3Fhough che Spirir hath its Go- 
ngs and ComMgs,. yet ſome it. dath.nor give 
yer to their old Age, orto their Dyiag; day; 
11 (ome ir dath:_ Gods, $pirt 13 compared; 
0 Noabs Dove, which ;Neah {cnr, out of the; 
rx,,and ic recurned to him again 5 and then! 
gain: Bur when he ſent che Dove our the; 
hird rime, the Dove never reiuingd rohimy 


_ ore ; ſo the Spirit uf God hath'irs tor 4 
ole nd Comings z ir comes at,onetime intouhe. 


heart.of a finuer, and ſecrerly calls upon him! 
0 repent, and become 2 new Creature } But. 
his finner, ir may be, ſtiftes theſe gvod mon 
ions;quenches the Spirit, and continues fhll 
In his ſinfull courſe of Life z then ir may be, 
” [the Spirtc departs, and alter a while comes: 
zgain ; and finding the ſinner the ſame: ſtill, i 
he departs, and then comes again, avd ag8inz1 
and, ar laſt the, Spirir being oken refiſted\g 
nd grieved,he 1s provgked finally te:departyi 
Pod! nd never to trouble him morez and : 
| then 


The Accepted Time, 
then Grace is departed, and he is immediat- 
ly delivered up to a hard Heart, and a repro-J, 
bate Mind,that ſha)} never repent: And when 
once heis broug;i;t ro that paſs, chen all rhe 
Sermons, and all the Prayers in the VVorld, 
will never do him any good, O! theretoreJyr, 
have a care of quenching and grieving the 
Holy Spint of God, when it ſecretly ſtirs, and 
works ta your Kearrsz but be carefull ro 0- 
bey ics morions,leſt the Spirir being prieved, 
withdraw ir ſelf finally, and never recurn 
more; and then your .accepted time, and day 
of ſalvation will be ar an end. Now confidcr 
all rhis, if you are yet in your Youth, and 
ſtrength, and cnjoy the Ordipances of God, 
and che Mears of Grace and the ſecret Ope- 
rations of Gods Spirit; and rhen behold, and 
again, Behold, that now is the accepted time,and 
now is the day of ſalvation. Now with us, there 
1s\ſuch a time as an accepted time, and day of 
ſalvation ; and rhar tor theſe ewo Reaſons: 1] 
will but juſt name chem. 

Firſt, That thereby rhe Sainrs might have 
occaſion for ever to magnific the free Grace 
of God, that he hath nov lefr them to periſh 
in their miſerable Eſtate, bur hath offered 
them Terms of Merc», and harh put an Op- 
oomnny of Salvation into their Hands, and 

th given chem Grace to improve ir, 

. Secondly, 


here 


ay of 


1ave 
race 
*riſh 
red 
Op- 
and 


Wy, 


Ll 


| an! Day of Salvatian.' 7 
/ Serondly,- That thereby the wicked may be 
left without Excuſe; for there is never adams- 
vcd Soul in Hell,that can plead this, that they 
never had a Day of Grace: O it would be a 
great leſſening of their Torments, if they 
could plead fo, Alas! there was never a many 

Thor woman, fince the creation of the world; 

but hath had a Seaſon of Grace 3 there was 

never none yet ever lived, be their lives ſhort 
or long,but before they die,they have Mercy 
offered them, and an acceptable Time to 
ſeckitin;z therefore the Wicked ſhall be 
left without Excuſe 3 nay, 'twill add much 
to their Terments,to conſider,that they once 
bad a Seafon 0i-Grace and Salvation, and yet 
wilfully loſt it. Q let every one therefore, 
both ſmall and great, bchold, and conſider, 
That now is the Accepted Time, and now- is the 
Day of Salvation, | 


THE. APPLICATION; 


H E firft Ute that 1ſhall make of this, 
ſhall be a Uſe of Terror, to all ſuch as 
nder and trifle away this Precious Seaſcn 
race, and Salvation : Friends, you have- 


ſqu 


Jheard that God's Spirit will not always ſtrive 
with Man; God 1s nov. bouad to wait all a ' 
Mans Life long;if God continue waiting from 
ang. 
ther, 


one time to ayother, from oge Year - to 
8 


FT The Accepted Time, * 
ther, from one'S2bbath to another; arid” yetf® | 
you,turn a deaf Ear to his Calls, and flightY** 
all his Warnings, and will go on refolutely,fc.: 
and preſumptu-uſly in'your fins; conſider, ; 
Gott will at laft be weary of waiting, his Pa«F.. 
tience will be at lift tired-out ; ant then, l 
jaft as you have ſerved God in your Diy 0 
Grace, ſo God will ſerve you, -when his Dayf*! 
of VYrath and Vengeance comes: Oread,and p 
tremble, in that dre:dtul' place of Scripture? 
Prov, 1. 2. tothe end : Mark there how love lec 
ingly. GOD cxpoftulites with wicked Men, * 
ſaying, How-long yeſimpla ones will ye love ſinr- 56 
plictry'? and ye ſerrners delight inning, ? 'hnd c 
Je folls hate lnow/ ledge? And 4ien'fee ms Ive 
vg Call and fnyitation, wer. 23. Tunyou aff. 
my repro:f; Aadaiſo his gracious Promife, Bee 
bold, . I will pour. out wy Spirts into you 5 I will h 
make known my words unto you e But yet all thi k 
loving Expoſſulation, [nvitation,and Promiſe, 1; 
would pecvail nothing «ith them, they would 
run on 1n their eyil courſes for all thatztheres 
fore ſee what GOD ſaith to them now, ver, 
24, Becauſe | have called, and yes refuſed, I have 
flr8iched out my hand, and 'ne Man yezarded, but 
»e have ſet at natizht my counſels, and would nont ſ 
8-19: reproafs :- 1 utſo will taguzh at your calamt h 
F5,,and will mock when. your fear eameth , when F 
fear cometh 'as. a whithwind, when deſtra#im 
wa angitiſh cometh pon. them,” thenſhal they] * 
cal 


"__ and Dayof Salvation, th 
d yet all upon me, but I will not anſwer,then ſhal they 
Aiehefeel.me early, but they ſhall nat find me, in that 
utely, they hated hnowledze, and did not chuſe the fear 
Gder $f #Þe Lord, A moſt dreadful Text this is, if 
is Pap! 0e Nightly conſidercd ; in the Day of their 
then, iſttation, GOD called upen them to turn 
gfffom their evil ways, and they turned a deaf 
«Day [f4f» 4nd would not regard; but afterwards, 
{and*2en their Day of I/rael was paſt,and the Diy 
ture, {of their Extremity was come, then they cal- 
| loy[1*d upon God for Mercy, and God would not 
Meg, 1'<gard themzit is a common Proverb among{t 
a 2 hs, He that will nt whilſt he may; when. he 
> ang{potd he ſhall have nay; This was the very 
 IBy.JCaſe of Eſaughe was a Hunting, and following 
ou ag[h's fleſhly Deltghts, when God was a calling 
- Be.(111n to Repentance;and then afterwards, when 
wilg]h< would have repented, he was reje&cd; for 
1 thiz] 1 found no place for Repentance, though 
he _— it carefully with Tears, Heb.1 2.274 

Now God may call long upon wicked Men tg 
turn,and be faved, both by his Word, and by 
his Spirit, but they will not regardz.but wherl 
this their Day of Salvation is ended,and they 
7. ky] come to ly upon their Death-beds, O / how 
” {they will then ery out,+Lord pardon me, Lord 
ſave me Mercy Lord, Mercy Lord, ſme Mercy 
for Chriſt's ſake :* But God may juſtly anſwer 
them, Ns Sinner, no Mercy to be had; I once 
offered thee Mercy, but thou abuſeſt it 3\ and ſee« 
ing 


maſe, 
ould 
1Cres 
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ih thou wonld(i not accept of Mercy whilſt it wi 
offered thee, therefrre nw. the Door of Mercy! 
ſhut a ainſt thee for ever, gr 

Secndly, My ſecond Uſe, ſhall be for Mat Ca 
ter of Encouragement, to ſuch who are willy Te 
ing to come in,. and accept. of the Texms off 1s 
M;ry, but yet keep off, thro' many Doubt 
and Fears, 

O ſays one, I am afraid my Day of Salvation 
1s paſt 1lready; and if ſo, all my endeavours wil 
be in vain,do what Ican,l ſhal never be accepted, 

Anſw, To anſwer this, 1 will give you this 
one Mirk,, whereby you may know whethes 
your Day of Salvation be paſt or no: You 
ſay, yeuare afraid that your Day of S.Ivation 
1s paſt ; Ifſo, that is a good Sign, that it is} 
not paſt ; for thoſc with whore their Day of 
Gjace is paſt,: they grow ſenſleſs of any ſuch 
Mitter, Again : Donot you find ſometimes 
odly Metions ſtirring in you by the Spirit 

forrow 


2 not you hnd in you ſometimes a 
for ſin, af cr it 1s committed 3 and a deſire 
to lc.ve fra? Duth not your Heart ſone=ff c 
ti.nes-mel',when you hear $ Word preached? J fl 
Hiye you not. ſome Defirc to bceome a New n 

b 
d 


Creature ? if lo, th-g your day pf Salvation 
1-nct yet paſt ; for thoſe with whom. the Day. 
aftIracc is pa{t, they. are. given .over to 4 
Sentl«fs, hard, ind oLbdurate Heart,thet is net 
tbsr.moved. with Mercics Bop. terrified with, 

"2 Jydgements;, 
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and Day of Salvation, Zr: 
Judgements; and being given over to them- 
ſelves, they runſinto all kind of wickedneſs, w 
greediaeſs; and as it ſeems,. this 15 not thy 
Caſe, as yet 3. ſo now, up, and cloſe with the 
Terms of Mercy, whilft thy Day: ofSalyation 
15 lengthned out,. 


O, - but ſaith another, it may be lam none of 


God's Ele ;. andifſo, then all my Endeauiurs 
will be to no purpoſe. 

Anſw, Whether a Man be Elefted or not,. 
that is not in his Power to know, and therefore 
he ought not to meddle with it;hut you muſt: 


underftand,that God deereces aright, for thoſe 


whom God hath Ele&ecd, he hath abſolutely. 
Decreed, that they ſhall be Juſtifted, San&i- 
fied, and Saved ;. but thoſe whom God hath 
Reprobatcd, .he hath not abſolutely Decreed, 
that they-ſhall be Damned, but hath left chem 
to their own Choice, as Adam and Eve was 3 
and therefore their Damnation is wilfull, of 
themſelyes 3 but whether youare Elected or: 
not, if 1 may ſo ſpeak, if you repent, and be 
converted, you ſhall be ſaved ; ._ if not, you 
ſhall be damned : - As many as do periſh, do 
not periſh becauſe they were not Eletted, but 
b<caufe they would notuſe the Means 10 ors 
der to their Salvation, 

O but, you will ſay, it may bs, God will nof 


| 


 net« 
with 


£nts3. 


give me Grace to Repent, and without his Grace : 


Anſw, - 


I can do nothing. 


| 
4 | 
4 
| 


22 The Accepted Time, 
- Arifw.” Know for your Encouragerent,that 
both you and every one elſe enjoys a Day of 
Salvation; aid. this Day of Salvation is a 
Time of &fſiſtauce, as well as a Time-of Acs 
ceptunce-:! Mark the Promiſe of Chriſt, Mat. 
9. 7#Asb, and ye ſhall have ; "ſeek, and ye ſhall 
find; knock, 'and it ſhall be abened unth you : For 
every one that asketh, recciveth, and he that 
ſeeketh findeth 3. and to him that knocketh, 
it ſhall be opened. 

Mark, Chriſt ſpeaks there nothing concers 
ning Ele&ion, but every one, whoever he be, 
that asketh,ſeeketh, and knocketh for Grace, 
Pardon, and M-rcy, afd'that in Seaſon, whilſt 
it may be had, ſhall certainly be heard and },, 
accepted : But then you muſt be ſure to ſeek | 
11 Seaſon, for ſecking out of Seaton, never yet 
found Succeſs. Now if Eſau had but ſought | g 
Repentatice in carneſt;. when God called him þ1+ 
to repent, then GOD would have ſtrength- 
ned and affiſted him, and alſo acecpted him | c, 
but he ſought for Repentance when the Sea- |, 
ſon of Repentatce was gone,and that ruined J 
him for ever. Now mark this, Whatever the | g 
Decrees of Heaven be concerhing you,” yet if 
you are-but willing to leave your ſins, and do } ; 
heartily defire Grase and Merey, and carneſt- 
ty ſeck it by Prayer aud Supplicatiop, and 
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Anil Day of S{lwNiin;* | 
thit'inthe Seaſon bf Grice, whititis We 
ed you 3 theu, though you van do nothing of 
your felves,yet you ſhiſ have'ſtrength and af- 
filtance'enough, for God will help you, Chriſt 
will help you, and the Spirit will hep yon; 
you ſhal have help from Heaven;and throwgh 
the Spirit of Chrifts Strengthing, you ſhal ve 
enabled to go through with this great Wofk,” 
and then' you ſhall not only be affeſtal; but al- 
ſo accepted and rewarded : But then you tnuſÞ 
be ſure to ſeck out in Seaſon, in- your Day of 
Salvation 3 for if you ſcek out of Scaſon, all 
your ſecking and ſtriving will be in vain, 
Laſtly, To conclude all” with a Word or 
two of Exhortation : Be exhorted,as you de=.- 
fire the Salyation of your Souls, to conſider) 
and improye this precious Seaſon of Grace and* , 
Salvation, in-working out your Salvation, be4.,F 


* * jt de too late : O it is moſt dreadful t 
conii#ex, that GOD hith allotted us but bn 
{mal Portion of Time,to do all that ever mu 
be done for Etermity, and yet it ſhould be _ 
ſquandered away in Vanity and Foolery 4” 
But Friends, whatever youſce others do, «0; 
you'tn earneſt lay hold on this your Day of 
Salvation; before it is gone: See! ye the Lord 
now,  whilft he may be found, and call upon him 
whilſt he is near,” And whilſt ethers ſpend 
their precious Time in Feaſting, Rieting, 
and in the Pleaſures. of the Fleth, do you 
ſpcad. 


ei 


you thus 


Y 


Amen. 
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24 | 

ſpend your Time in Faſting, Praying, Reper 
and Suing out the Pardon of your Sins 

making-your Peace with-GOD, And if 


ceaſe, and be no lenger 3 you ſhall hear that 
bleſſed Welcome. proceed 
Chriſt,- Well done, thou. good ard; faithful Ser« 
vant, enter into the Foy of thy Lord, Which 
the Lord of his infinite Mercy 
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,. then at laſt, -when Time ſhall 
m the: Mouth of 


grant to us all, 
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